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Hailing	from	Dallas,	Texas,	Erica	Tazel	has	made	an	impression	on	her	Hollywood	peers	establishing	herself	as	a	
notable	and	versa:le	actress.		In	2015,	Tazel	wrapped	six	years	on	the	cri:cally	acclaimed	series	“Jus:fied”	on	FX.	She	
currently	stars	on	the	event	series	“Roots”	for	the	History	channel.		
		
She	has	an	engaging	list	of	television	credits	with	guest-starring	roles	on	Emmy®	and	Golden	Globe®	Award-winning	
shows	such	as	The	Office,	ER,	Law	&	Order,	Law	&	Order:	SVU,	Sex	and	The	City,	Life,	Heartland,	Bones	and	Firefly;	
recurring	roles	on	Jericho	and	Third	Watch,	and	she	took	a	guest	leading	posi:on	on	Without	A	Trace.	
		
Erica	has	made	quite	a	few	appearances	Off-Broadway	in	Playwrights	Horizons’	Juvenilia,	Royal	Shakespeare	
Company’s	Cymbeline,	and	New	York	Shakespeare	Fes:val’s	A	Winter’s	Tale	where	she	made	her	professional	debut.	
		
Her	extensive	list	of	regional	theatre	projects	in	which	she	has	performed	took	her	to	Laguna	Playhouse,	The	Colony	
Theatre,	Har^ord	Theater	Works,	The	Old	Globe,	Dallas	Theatre	Center,	Arizona	Theater	Company	and	Williamstown	
Theatre	Fes:val.	
		
In	2007,	she	earned	the	pres:gious	NAACP	Theatre	Award	for	Best	Lead	Female	and	a	Los	Angeles	Drama	Cri:cs	
Circle	Nomina:on	for	Lead	Performance	for	her	portrayal	of	“Julieae”	in	I	Have	Before	Me	a	Remarkable	Document	
Given	To	Me	by	a	Young	Lady	from	Rwanda.	
		
Most	recently,	Erica	was	bus	coordinator	for	Get	on	the	Bus,	an	organiza:on	that	reunites	children	with	their	
incarcerated	parent	for	Mother’s	and	Father’s	Day,	a	construc:on	laborer	in	a	rebuilding	project	in	Hai:,	and	a	
recrea:onal	entertainer	at	Sparrow	Rainbow	Village,	an	AIDS	hospice	and	orphanage	in	Johannesburg,	South	Africa,	
all	–	considered	her	most	important	and	transforma:onal	roles	yet.	
		
Erica	received	her	B.A	in	Theater	from	Spelman	College	and	M.F.A.	from	NYU’s	Graduate	Ac:ng	Program.	
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“The various reunions, homecomings, and tragedies are given shading and vitality by Emayatzy Corinealdi (Belle), Forest Whitaker 
(Fiddler), Erica Tazel (Matilda), and Noni Rose, who should be remembered during awards season for their terrific performances. Regé-
Jean Page, who may have the biggest shoes to fill as Chicken George, a character Ben Vereen unforgettably portrayed in the original, 

delivers a quite creditable performance.” 
! 

“Near the close of the fourth episode, Tazel’s Matilda speaks about the end of slavery and what its cruel persistence in America cost her 
family. What it has not cost them, “Roots” takes pains to point out, is their individuality or their love for each other, and the tears in her 
eyes reflect the depth of those enduring connections even as they remind viewers of her unspeakable losses. Kunta, Kizzy, George, and 

their descendants were slaves, but in “Roots,” they are never victims. Rather, they are folk heroes — and American originals.” 
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Origin	Magazine		
April	2015	
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BELLO	Magazine	
March	2015	
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JusGfied	
Jan	2015	
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The	Hollywood	Reporter	
June	2014	
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Emmy	Magazine	
June	2014		
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hap://zap2it.com/2014/04/jus:fieds-erica-tazels-
parents-thought-they-were-gepng-a-doctor/	

	

Zap2it.com	
Aug	2014	
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